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Messages from Organizers 

The 11th International Youth Day including its campaign, forum and concert ran fruitfully. 

The event was conducted and led by the youth in cooperation of youth organizations under 

the spiritual support of the Youth Department of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports 

and private sectors, governments, embassies and the UN agencies.  

This event would not have been successful without the financial support of Youth for Peace, 

the Youth Resource Development Program, UNESCO, UNICEF and UNFPA and the 

human resource from all the cooperating youth clubs and organizations. Especially important 

was the kind and well cooperating organizer, the Paññ� s� stra University of Cambodia who 

provided the conference hall for the event. Without their supports the event would have faced 

lots or fewer calamities. Therefore, we would like to thank all of these institutions for financial 

funding and human resource support to contribute to the successful event. 

Furthermore, we also would like to thank all the speakers, performers, singers and disabled 

band who made the speeches and the performances that touched the heart of all audience and 

also gave meaningful knowledge to them. Thanks to everyone who spent their valuable present 

in every corner of the event.  

We very much appreciate it and thank all the youth who are involved in the organizing 

committees’ for their active, patient and hard work and the large peaceful vision for the youth 

development in the future.  

On behalf of the organizers, we would like to express our appreciation and thank you very 

much for your willingness and kindness to support the event of the 11th International Youth Day. 

We strongly believe that these efforts, spiritual and financial support will stay in place to make 

such significant event happen in the next future.   

Date: September 10th, 2010 

On behalf of Organizing Committee          

Mr. Long Khet , YFP Executive Director 
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I. Summary of the Event 

The International Youth Day is celebrated by every member state of the United Nations, 

annually following the theme adopted by the UN General Assembly or a topic set locally to 

commemorate the power of youth all around the globe to raise awareness on the requirements of 

young people.   

In Cambodia, the big collaboration among various groups of youth clubs, NGOs  such as YFP, 

PUC, YRDP, OYG, YCHD, KYSD, CVS, PHD, YCC, ICA, CIYA, PF, KCD, SEC, CMYCC, 

YPSD, FAAC, YPSA, YCDA, PASS, SCY, CDPO and under the spiritual support of Youth 

Department of Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports, celebrated the 11th Annual 

International Youth Day  at Paññ� s� stra University of Cambodia on August 12th, 2010 on the 

theme “Dialogue and Mutual Understanding” with the aim to promote the awareness and 

recognition of youth potential and challenges as well as important roles youth play in 

contributing to making the world or society a better place for us now and in the future. 

To reach the goal, the event was conducted in different parts-1, dialogue campaign to various 

institution such as government ministries, private sector, civil society/donors and embassies; 2, 

the forum; and 3, the youth concert. 

The campaign was conducted one week prior to the forum and concert day when bringing 

together youth representatives for dialogues the leaders of the Ministry of Women Affairs, the 

Ministry of labors, the National Assembly, the International Labor Organization, the ACLEDA 

PLC BANK and the Gammon Factory Association-GMAC, where youth had the chance to 

express and share their concerns and to learn about the work of these institutions relevant to 

youth development. The dialogues were very interactive. What they have raised and learned 

from these meetings was shared during the forum day through a video presentation and a panel 

discussion. 

On the forum day, the opening ceremony began after the arrival of the participants, the 

presidium and all honorable quests. On behalf of the organizing committees, a welcome 

speech was delivered by Ms. Seap Sinet, the Youth Empowerment Assistant of Youth 

Resource Development Program (YRDP) and followed by the opened speech made by  
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Dr. Chea San Chanthorn, rector of the Paññ� s� stra University of Cambodia. Then there 

was a video-show about the campaign to visit private sectors, Government sectors, 

National Assembly, Embassies and the UN agencies. 

After the show there was a panel discussion made by a group of youth who had participated 

in the campaign of visiting government ministries, private sectors and the civil society, 

embassies and the donors to share and spread the messages to all participants in the event. 

Mr. Noun Rithy  from the International Labor Organization (ILO) gave an additional 

speech on Youth and Employment. After the group discussion and presentation the 

interactive questions and answer session started which made the forum attractive and 

participatory. 

Just before the concert started, the press conference was held where the messages of the 

event were delivering to others publicly. There were reporters from Radio Free Asia, Radio 

Sarika 106.5 FM, Radio Voice of Civil Society, TVK and Bayon TV reporting about this 

program immediately.  

Then the concert started with the valuable and motivated remarks from Professor Sambo 

Mannara, a representative of H.E Dr. Kol Pheng and Mr. Richard Bridle , UNICEF 

representative. Both of the speakers talked about the important contribution of youth to the 

development of society.   

Just before the end of the event, many singers, movie stars, disabled singers, youth groups 

and youth from a slum area performed role plays and songs followed with their motivated 

impression and messages touching the hearts of the audience and making the whole 

program interactive, alive and enjoyable which the youth audience liked the most. 
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II. Process 

a. Young Organizing Team 

In order to organize the project 22 different Cambodian youth organizations, volunteer groups 

and educational institutions came together to put in place the organizing committees. The core 

committee was responsible for the overall project design and coordination. Next to it there 

were several sub-committees in charge of the implementation of the various tasks, such as 

logistics, communication or transport. Altogether 50 young persons joined the different 

committees that met regularly to prepare the different activities of the International Youth Day. 

All of them worked very hard to ensure the success of the event.  

b. Campaign for Dialogue  

The first activity of the event was the campaign where 50 youth representatives were selected 

to join the 3 parts of dialogues, the government and legislation sector, the private sector and 

the donors and embassies. They were divided into 3 different groups visiting the above sectors 

mentioned. They raised different issues to engage in the dialogue. Those included  (1) Asking 

if they are doing something related to youth; (2) Inform them about pressing issues that are 

being faced by youth in Cambodia and (3) Advocating for the response and commitment to 

youth on those pressing issues.  

As the result, the Ministry of Labor and Vocational Training, the Ministry of Women Affairs, 

the National Assembly, the ACLEDA PLC BANK, TOTAL Company, the Better Factory 

Project of ILO and Garment Menu facture Association in Cambodia, had accepted on a 

meeting and dialogue with youth representatives.  A joined dialogue meeting of donors, the 

UNPA, UNNICEF, UNESCO, ASIA FOUNDATION, US EMBASSY AND JAPANESE 

EMBASSY was conducted as well. The fruitful dialogues were made with the great welcome 

and acceptance of the youth’s opinions and requests and committed to further discussion in 

their institutions. The representatives of these institutions also appreciated the youth 

willingness to contribute their volunteering service to the communities for a better community 
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development. However, such commitment requires the youth to follow up in the near future to 

see the real results.  

Besides learning about the different current roles of these institutions it was beneficial for 

youths to enter direct dialogue that promoted the close mutual understandings between the two 

generations for future policies on youth. After every dialogue, the youth representatives 

expressed their feeling that they were very happy to have the chance to meet and share their 

opinions and requests directly with those institutions leaders or representatives. Some of the 

issues that youth faces have been brought to the dialogues, for example quality of education, 

girls education and trafficking, unemployment and youth participation. 

Furthermore, for example, at the Ministry of 

Women Affairs, the youth were warmly 

welcomed by Her Excellency, Khim 

Chamroeun, secretary of state and her other 

colleagues. The discussion went actively and 

fruitfully for about two hours when talking 

about all of the participants recognized pressing 

issues of youth, especially the young women, 

such as the limitation youth participation, youth 

unemployment and women trafficking. Besides 

raising the mentioned issues, youth shared and introduced what they had done in the 

communities as they are volunteers within youth clubs and organizations. After listening to the 

introduction of the youth, her excellency, Khim Chamroeun very much appreciated and 

encouraged youth to continue their good work. She further explained the current roles of the 

ministry to improve the women’s situation, for example to improve the roles and position of 

women in the government institutions.  Responding to the question of youth on how the 

ministry supports women, she explained that the ministry has taken steps to support the women 

conditions, for example, every commune/sangkat has at least 1000 USD to 2000 USD yearly to 

support women in serious situations, however the youth had not known about that. 
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At last, we could observe that this campaign was to open the space for meetings between the 

youth and leaders to shape the culture of sharing and learning experiences. The active youth 

representatives had the opportunity to build on a solid youth development principles with an 

emphasis on the areas of development and program components that support youth leadership 

for future of the Cambodia. It was a very good step to take for future youth engagement in the 

social dialogue with different institution leaders to raise the youth agenda in the society of the 

Cambodia. 

c. Forum 

Opening Ceremony 

Ms. Seap Sinet, on behalf of the organizers, gave a warm welcome to all participants. She 

remarked that the 12th August is the youth united day on which generations work together. 

Youth is not considered as a problem rather than being a part of the solutions. It is not only 

to encourage relevant people and institutions to organize activities promoting youth 

participation, but also to provide opportunities to share experiences and knowledge of 

youth and development diagnoses. She also appreciated the different activities, campaign, 

forum and the concert where the youth representatives had the chance to enter the dialogue 

directly with some leaders and representatives of ministries, private sectors, civil society, 

donors, the UN agencies as well as the embassies. Besides her wishes to all youth to 

remember that 12th August is their day, she also encouraged all youth to participate 

actively in social development aspects, at the end of her speech. 

Afterwards, Dr. Chea San Chanthorn, rector 

of the Paññ� s� stra University of Cambodia, 

gave another kind, impressive and warm 

welcome to all the audience. He mentioned 

that the day was extremely important as the 

university accommodated the event and he is 

seeing many youth coming together to 

celebrate the important event of youth. He 
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recalled his memory when he was living in the United States of America. He remembered 

that he worked to mobilize youth groups there to work towards a better society in various 

forms. Back then he and his other colleagues dreamed to have such successful experience 

with youth in Cambodia. So when they returned they founded the Paññ� s� stra University of 

Cambodia. After delivering the speech, he watched the video show, observed and listened 

to the panel discussion led by youth. He was very impressed and appreciated the forum 

which gave the youth to be the panelists where he hoped the youth will learn and develop 

their knowledge, skills and leadership from the event. 

  Video Show from Dialogue Campaign 

Then there was a brief video show to highlight some pictures of the visits and dialogues 

with private sectors, government sectors, donors and embassies. Those included the visit 

and dialogues with the Job Center of Ministry of Labor and Vocational Training, the 

ACLEDA PLC Bank, and the Better Factory Project of ILO, Ministry of Woman Affair, 

National Assembly and the dialogue with NGOS, donors and embassies where the 

representatives from the US embassy, the Japanese embassy, the UNESCO, the UNICEF, 

the Asia Foundation and the UNFPA participated. The video show helped the audience to 

follow and have a better understanding about the next panel discussion session where they 

discussed about what they have shared with and learned from that institutions and about 

what all those sectors had already or will contribute to the social development especially 

with regards to youth. 

Youth Panel Discussions 

The three representatives of youth, Mr. Ly 

Udom, Ms. Sin Dany and Ms. Chan Satha who 

visited various institutions both the government 

ministries, private sectors, donors and 

embassies, were invited to share the results with 

the audience of the forum. Another speaker, Mr. 

Noun Rithy, an expert from ILO was also in the 
�
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panel discussion. 

Facilitated by Mr. Ly Picgey, the panel discussion shared the results of the campaign in 

which they held dialogues with representatives of the government ministries, private sector, 

donors and embassies. Mr. Udum who joined the dialogue with donors and embassies had 

shared that during the meeting, youth had actively discussed about education, internship 

and the scholarship program. He explained, for example, that he had brought up one 

specific issue related to scholarships to the first secretary and representative of Japanese 

embassy, Mr. KAMADA Yasuhiko , to increase the scholarship funding for the youth from 

Cambodia. The Japanese provide scholarships to Cambodian youths but just for those who 

are outstanding. This led to a discussion whether it is sufficient to only support these few. 

Mr Yasuhiko shared arguments with the participants. However, the Japanese embassy is 

willing to continue providing the scholarship for the youth of Cambodia. 

 

After that, Ms. Sin Dany who was the 

representatives of youth to have the dialogues 

with the private sector shared the result to the 

audience. One example of the results, she 

explained that she found the private sectors 

contributing to serve a lot for youth job 

opportunities but requiring youth to have prior 

experiences. To improve the experience of 

youth she further explained that youth have to 

do internships or get involved in volunteering 

projects. This was also a topic she discussed during the visit to ACLEDA PLC bank. The 

bank provides internship opportunities to youth. More than that she explained that she also 

asked companies, for example TOTAL gasoline company, how much space they provide 

for youth to work in their company. She explained that the company employs around 30% 

of youth in the company.   
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At the last part of discussion, Mr. Noun Rithy  shared a lot of knowledge about youth 

employment which is the challenging issue for the Cambodian youth. Just an example from 

his presentation, he shared that at least about 300000 young people entering the workforce 

yearly but only about 40000 to 50000 persons could get jobs. He further shared a lot of 

experience to the youth about the youth development and job approaches conducted by 

different responsible institutions, for example the creation of a job center by the Ministry 

of Labor and Vocational Training which the youth representatives also visited. That is one 

place that could help youth to find further information about the job market. In addition to 

this, he advised the youth that in order to get job, they have to find the information which 

is so important of the job market. Just before ending his speech, he gave some suggestions 

and recommendations for further consideration and take action for youth development as 

the following: 

- The government and relevant institutions should: 

-  study and analyze about the job market for youth, 

-  identify the policy for youth 

-  have the plan and check the quality of education,  

-  study about the vocational skills for youth 

- encourage employers to give youth the opportunity for internships.  

- have internet that youth can search for information, library and the job 

counseling 

- Create the program to direct for vocational skills at general education 

school program 

- cooperate with private sectors to practice theary for youth 

Just before the end of discussion, there was an interactive discussion among the 

participants and participants and as well as the panelists. This made the forum more 

interactive and participatory.  

 

Closing the forum 
 

To wrap up the result of the forum, Mr. Chan Pheakdey, representative of the organizing 

committee came up with the conclusion of the forum.  He mentioned what (requests) youth 
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had brought to the relevant institutions in order to take further actions for youth 

development. He summarized some of the requests as following: 

 

Then, he summarized the result that the participants learned from the campaign and the 

forum. He noticed that the youth had a great opportunity to voice up their roles and issues. 

They knew about the involvement from the development partners to support youth, for 

example the Asian Development Banks has given loans the government to focus on youth 

development at high schools and for those that drop out school for vocational trainings.  �

At last, he further observed the positive response and commitment from the visited 

institutions to pay attention on the youth development issues and made them to be aware of 

the participation of youth in social development.  
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 Press Conference and Media coverage 

 

In the late afternoon and after the panel discussion, the media representatives were invited to 

the press conference where the organizing committee representatives spread the information 

and answered questions. The messages of the event were broadcasted positively in several 

media such as Bayon TV, CTN (through the Youth Today Program), Radio FM106.5, Radio 

FM 105 (Voice of Civil Society) and the Radio Free Asia. The event activities were also 

documented in a documentary film for further screening. That helped the youth voice to be 

heard widely in the Cambodia.  

 

d. Concert 

The concert was another activity to serve the youth 

voice and made the youth event inspirational for the 

youth and the audience. Before the different 

performance were conducted, the key note speech 

about the youth day and the opening were made.  

Mr. Richard Bridle , United Nations Resident 

Coordinator, a.i. and the UNICEF representative 

gave an impressive key note speech about the youth 

day and the engagement of youth in to the social 

development from the UN perspective. He mentioned how important it is for the Cambodian 

youth to contribute to the future of the country, as they are the most important source for 

development progress. He stated that: It is both exciting and encouraging to work with young 

people in Cambodia. Cambodia’s young leaders are talented and inspiring. They are a 

tremendous source of hope for the future of this country. There is no doubt that Cambodia’s 

young people are the country’s greatest natural resource. 

He explained the UN involvement contributing to take several key steps for the youth in 

Cambodia: 
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�  The first of its kind UN Youth Advisory Panel was formed here to ensure that your 

voice, the voice of young people in Cambodia, can be part of every aspect of our 

development work in this country;  

�  The first Cambodian Youth Situation Analysis was launched in October 2009; and 

�  The National Youth Policy is moving forward with the leadership of the Ministry of 

Education, Youth and Sport, and through support from development partners, and the 

youth of Cambodia. 

 

He further emphasized the celebration of the International Youth Day with the theme 

“Dialogue and Mutual Understanding”, where the UN contributed for young people 

worldwide to raise awareness for their particular concerns.  

In connection to the above mentioned, he also expressed his pleasure to see so many youth 

participating in the event to spend their time celebrating and working on the youth issues 

which will be important for the bearing for the future as well.  

After the remarks of Mr. Richard, the opening was made by Professor Sambo Mannara, 

representative of the H. E Kol Pheng. He gave a very motivated note to the youth audience 

about the celebration of the youth day which is connected to him personally. He mentioned that 

the youth had to be to strong and active in positive means facing future challenges. The voice 

of youth has to be heard, so the celebration of the day is to voice about youth, he added. Then 

he encouraged the youth to be ready for the future growth and to participate in social 

development.  

Just before the end of the International Youth Day event, the concert which included youth role 

plays, performance, poem and songs related to youth issues were performed. Most of the 

performances were conducted by youth from university, youth clubs, youth NGOs and the 

disabled youth NGOs. The topics included the youth (discrimination) situation in slum areas, 

overjoyed behaviors of youth, youth promoting culture and etc. That was so connected to the 

youth heart in which they enjoyed and prodded of their special day. During the performances, 

the key impression from the popular singers and performers to advice the youth also shared.  In 

short, every activity or performance was to promote the positive messages to voice up the 
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youth issues. The event was very enjoyable and aimed on congratulating the youth at their 

special day. 

 

III. Challenges, Lessons Learned and Recommendations 

In general, it has been very impressive to see how young volunteers successfully organized 

and conducted this event for such a large group of participants, involving more than 700 young 

people. As a whole, we would like to say that the events went very smoothly without any 

incidents. We feel that youth has learnt a lot about the present dialog and mutual 

understanding, not only about youth issues in Cambodia but also in the rest of the world. We 

are very delight to say that the event was a great success. 

The 11th Annual International Youth Day would have been better if there had been 

representatives of the government present to attend these wonderful events. Unfortunately, 

they did not. Therefore, youth did not have the chance to speak with them and share their 

concerns during the forum day where a lot of initiatives from youth were presented and 

discussed. 

The preparation process should have started a bit earlier in order to have more time to invite 

speakers, donors and especially honorable guests. For the future we need to keep in mind 

and to have clear plan and to have a stronger involvement from each committee’s organizers. 

Furthermore, the main strategies and principles should be set up. Still, the female 

representatives in the core committee should be represented.  

In general, everyone involved felt it was a great effort for this the youth led activity. It was 

reflected that it is very necessary to continue working together and to celebrate the event as 

they all see it is a good start to build solidarity among the youth and youth institutions when   

also strengthening a culture of sharing and working together for their own country. 
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IV. Conclusion 

As mentioned above, the celebration of the event was very successful because of the good 

involvement and great efforts of youth representatives and committees. It proofed to be highly 

beneficial to involve youths in all parts of the organization and implementation. This way youth 

had the possibility to truly bring up their own issues.  

The involvement of many different actors within the dialogues as well as during the forum was 

important to spread knowledge about youth concerns. Different actors and institutions may be 

more aware of youth’s particular challenges and how to alleviate them in the future. 

The young participants enjoyed all parts of the projects. It was a great opportunity for them to 

meet with officials in governmental organizations as well as development and business partners. 

They learned about the work of these institutions when also having the possibility to bring up 

issues of their own concern which is crucial to strengthen their self confidence and participation 

in their social environments.  

Altogether, the project was a good way to launch the UN year of youth. It provides several 

opportunities to initiate follow up events to increase the knowledge on youth issues and to give 

youth the floor to truly participate in the social change. 

 


